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Mission

Chicagp CommunitiesIn Schools (CCIS) links schools with existing community resourcesto help young
peoplelearn stayin school and prepare for life. Eighty-five percert of Chicago public school students
comefrom low-income homes These children and their familieslook to schools for heathcare, social
supports and errichmert opportunities In order to help childrensuccesdin school and in life, CCIS aims
to remove barriersto learring by connecing studerts with avariety of programsand servicesthat address
their speciffic social, emdional, heath and errichmert needs. All CCIS programsard acivitiesare
deliveredatno cost to students or schools.

Goals

o Create new connections and build laging relationships between schools and community organizations
by providing school staff and service providerswith essertial introductions, support, tools and
trainings

o Train school staff to assess student priorities coordinate services evaluate programsand build
sustainabl e partnerships

o Teachsocial service agerciesto becane experts in delivering programsin schools and customizing
senicesfor students

o Create systemic change in how schools idertify and address non-educatonal challengesfacing their
studerts

o Leverage philanthropic invegmerts by connecting $5 worth of servicesfor every $1 donated

History

Establishedin 1988, CCISisreacting recad numbersof Chicago studerts and familiesin need It
connects the school systemOgnost at-risk students with vision, dertal and agthmacare, conflict resolution
and anger mamagemert, heath prevertion and educaton, counseling, and arts and acacemic errichmert.
Sinceitsincepion, CCIS hasmore thanquadrupledthe number of studerntsit serves amually from
12,000 to more than 55,000. The network of service providershasalso grown in the pag 12 yeasto
include more than 130 providers This hasresultedin more than 1,000 servicesbeing connectedto
schools ard studerts. CCIS currently works with 152 partner schools and connects servicesto more than
100 non-partner schools. CCIS hasbeenab e to maintain this excepional growth without proportional
increagsin staff and budget. In fact, the costs of serviceshave decreagd from anaverage of $29,000 per
school to anaverage of $10,000 per school.

CCISis anaffiliate of Communitiesin Sctools (CIS), the nationOseadng dropout prevertion
organization. An independert non-profit with its own board of directors and funding, CCIS accesesthe
national network of nearly 200 CIS affiliatesto share and learnbed practicesthat will berefit more
childrenin Chicago and acress the country.

- more -



24 Communities
In Schools

HELPING KIDS PREPARE FOR LIFE
-

Accomplishments

CCIS amually connects more than 55,000 students across the city with more than 1,000 servicesard
programsthey othemwise would not receive. Special initiativesfocused on core need sharedby schools
and service providersacrass the city include:

o Healthy Foods, Heathy Moves InForm Chicago: Builds heathier communitiesby promoting the
importance of good nutrition and physical activity to Chicagp youth of all agesin both school and
community settings.

o GileadScierncesHIV/AIDS Prevertion Initiative: Connects studernts in partner schools with high-
quality HIV/AIDS prevention and education and provides targeted trainings, tools and support to
HIV/AIDS service providers

o Agency Impactinitiative: Increasesthe scope, scale and impactof social, emational and heakh
senvicesdeliveredthrough the public schools by providing necesary training, tools and strategic
support to ChicagpOsommunity agercies




